
  For External  

                                GUJARAT UNIVERSITY  

                          INDIAN CULTURE-INDOLOGY 

                                  M.A. SEMESTER-1 

                                      SHORT ESSAY 

                                             INCL- 406 
 

TO BE IMPLIMENTED FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR MAY- 2012 

 

      1.  Definition, concept and Division of Anthropology. 

             2.  Definitions of Culture and Difference between Culture and Civilization. 

            3.  Anthropology: its relation with other sciences. 

            4.  Civilization of Egypt - social and religion. 

            5.  Classical Greek Civilization: Legacy of Greece. 

            6.  The rise and Growth of Christianity. 

            7. Evidences for the extension of Indian Culture in the neighboring countries –           

                    Literary and archaeological 

8. Impact of Indian Culture on society, art and architecture in Cambodia. 

9. Spread of  Shaivism, Vaishnavism and Buddhism in Vietnam (Champa). 

10. Deviation of the word Darshana and salient features of Indian Philosophy. 

11. The Synthesis of Karma,Gyan and Bhakti in Bhagavad-Gita 

12. The Samkhya System- idea of the 25 elements along with Prakruti and 

Purush. 

13. Status of women in Indian society: Ancient Period. 

14. Status of women in Brahmanical Tradition. 

15. Customary and Legal Status of Women in Medieval Period. 

        

 

 Books recommended

.  Kreeber AL. and Kluckhohn Clyde: Culture-A critical Review of concepts and    

                                                                                  definitions  Cambridge 1952. 

.  Malinowski, B.  : ‘Culture’ Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. IV (London.  

                                                                                                                          1911) 

.  Shaw, Charles, Gray : ‘Culture’ Encyclopedia of religion and ethical Vol. Iv, (New     

                                                                                                             York, 1911) 

. Malinowaski, B.   : ‘A Scientific theory of culture and other essays, 1944. 

.    Dasgupta, S.N., A History of Indian Philosophy, Vol. I, Cambridge ,1972 

.    Radhakrishnan, S., Indian Philosophy, Vols. I & II, London, 1923, 1927 

.    Simha, Jadunath, History of Indian Philosophy, Vol. I, 1952 & II, Calcutta. 1956 

.    Dutta and Chatterjee, Introduction to Indian Philosophy, Calcautta,1948 

.   Altekar A.S., The Position of women in Hindu civilization, Motilal *Banarasidas,     

      Delhi, 1956 

.    Das R.M., Women in Manu & /His seven Commentators, Gaya,1962 

Indra, The status of women in Ancient India, Mutual  Banarasidas, Delhi,1955 
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 For External  

                                GUJARAT UNIVERSITY  

                          INDIAN CULTURE-INDOLOGY 

                                  M.A. SEMESTER-2 

                                      SHORT ESSAY 

                                             INCL- 412 

 

TO BE IMPLIMENTED FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR – 2012 

 

1. Conditions of Civilization, Food gathering – fishing – domestication of animal – 

hunting to farming, Status of women in the primitive society. 

2. Religion – the sources of religion – fear, wonder, dreams,  The soul –   

 Animism, Objects of religion. 

3. Primitive sense of beauty – body painting – cosmetics – tattooing –   

 Scarification – clothing – ornaments. Art : pottery, painting – architecture – 

dance – music. 

     4.    Byzantine Civilization – religion – economy – literature and art. 

     5.    The Industrial revolution – cotton industry – transportation – agriculture – 

             Impact on the modem civilization. 

     6.    Progress of  Science and the future of mankind. 

     7.     Indonesia – Indian influence on society, , Religion, art and architecture     

            Influence of Ramayana and Mahabharata on the Indonesian literature. 

     8.   Indian and China – Buddhist missionaries of Indian to China   Chinese   

           pilgrims to India Buddhism in China– Buddhist literature in China  Art and   

           science in China. 

     9.    Nyaya System – literature. Pramana Doctrine – Sixteen padarthas – The  

           nature of  inference – The theory of causation – Asatvada – nature of   

           Atman and liberation –  proofs of existence of God. 

    10.   Buddhist philosophy  - philosophical ideas in the early Buddhist literature.   

           The main shools of Buddhist philosophy – The principal philosophical   

            tenets. 

    11.   Jain Philosophy – main philosophical works – Metaphysics and  

            Pancastikaya – Karina – Asrava, Samvara, Niriara, Moksa – Anekantavada    

           – Saptabhangi naya. 

    12.   Carvaka System : references in the Mahabharata – the theory of   

            knowledge – matter  the only relity – body and mind – Hedonistic ethics. 

  

Books recommended 

.  Kreeber AL. and Kluckhohn Clyde : Culture-A critical Review of concepts       

                                  and definitions Cambridge 1952. 

.  Malinowski, B.: ‘Culture’ Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. IV (London. ) 

.  Shaw, Charles, Gray  ‘Culture’ Encyclopedia of religion and ethical Vol. Iv, 1911 

    Durant, will   : ‘Our Oriental Heritage. The Story of Civilization Vol. 1  

                                     (New York, 1954) (First Five Chapters) 
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For External  
                                GUJARAT UNIVERSITY  
                             INDIAN CULTURE-INDOLOGY 
                                     M.A. SEMESTER-3 
                                          SHORT ESSAY 
                                             INCL- 506 
 
TO BE IMPLIMENTED FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR – 2012 
 

1. Epigraphy– definition –Indian Epigraphy, Epigraphy as a source of History 

2. Antiquity of the art of writing in India. The salient features of Indus valley script 

The origin of  the Brahmi script. 

3. Numerical systems. 

4. Coins as a source of History, The antiquity of coinage in India 

5. Coins the Scytho-Parthians, Coins of the Western Ksatrapas, Coins of the 

Kushanas,  

6. Main types of the coins of Samudragupta Main types of the coins of 

Chandragupta II,- Kumaragupta I 

7. Iconography  as a source of Cultural History, Literary sources for the study of 

Indian Iconography – Puranas, Agamas, Tantras, Shipashastra works etc 

Archaeological sources – epigraphical and sculptural 

8. Mudras (Poses of hand) – Asanas (sitting postures) Weapons and implements 

Costumes, ornaments, talamana and vahanas 

9. Linga worship and Iconographic features of Shiva-Linga, Images of pacific forms 

of Shiva, Images of terrific forms of Shiva, Nat raja 

10. Definition and salient features of Indian Painting. Types of Indian painting as 

described in the ancient texts. 

11. The Sadangas of painting. The doctrine of Rasa and its application to painting 

Rasa elastic and their  use in painting. 

12. Sources of Indian Painting – literary and archaeological 

13. The origin and development of Indian Music. Main Schools of Indian Music. 

14.  Different types of Indian Musical instruments. 

15. The origin and development of Indian dance. The Three forms  of Nartan-Natya – 

Nritta and Nrutya art 

 

Books recommended 

        Altekar, A. S. : ‘The Coinags of the Imperial Guptas’ 
       Avinasha Sharma, Bhartiya Chitrakalaka Itihas(Hindi),Bareli,1968   
        Benerjee, J. N. : ‘Develompment of  Indian Iconograph’       
        Brown, C. J. :  ‘Coins of India’ 

        Bhattacharya, B.: ‘Indian Buddhist Icongraphy’, ‘Jain Icongraphy’ 

        Bharat,The Natyashasrta, Vols. 1, 11,(Tran. M.M. Ghosh,Culutta,1951 

        Bandopadhyaya,S., The Music of India,Bombay,1958 

        Brown, Percy, Indian Painting, Calcutta ,1947   

        Goswami, The Story of Indian Music 

        Sirar, D.C.  ‘Indian Epigraphy’ (Delhi, 1965) 



 

   Saraswati, S. K.:  ‘Survey of Indian Sculpture’ 

     Sukla, D. N. Cannons of Indian Painting 
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